Attorney Docket No. JJ001 
Application No. 09/618,778 
Remarks and Amendment to Office Action of May 25, 2005 

In the Claims: 

Please amend the Claims as shown below. 

1 . (Currently Amended) An access control system for an electronic 
entertainment device, the control system comprising: 

a processor; 

a memory comprising instructions for execution by the processor for: 
periodically presenting working queries dur i ng in response to 
execution of an entertainment software application; 

accepting answers to the working queries; 

allowing access to the entertainment software application based on 

the answers; 

exchanging selected working queries and answers through a 
working guery exchange server thereby obtaining additional working queries from [[a]] 
the working query server; and 

adding the additional working queries to a database of working 
queries in the access control system. 

2. (Original) The control system of claim 1 , wherein the instructions for 
allowing access comprise instructions for allowing access to the entertainment software 
application for a time period derived form the answers. 

3. (Original) The control system of claim 2, wherein the time period 
increases as a number of the answers that are correct answers increases. 

4. (Original) The control system of claim 1 , wherein the memory further 
comprises instructions for monitoring a task list of executing applications and identifying 
execution of the entertainment software application based on the task list. 

5. (Canceled) 
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6. (Original) The control system of claim 1 , wherein the working queries 
include custom queries written by a local control system supervisor. 

7. (Original) The control system of claim 1 , wherein the memory further 
comprises instructions for pausing the entertainment software application before 
presenting the set of working queries. 

8. (Currently Amended) An access control program product for controlling 
access to entertainment software executed on an electronic amusement device, the 
product comprising: 

a storage medium; 

an access control application stored on the storage medium, the access 
control application comprising software instructions for: 

periodically presenting working queries in response to execution of 
an entertainment software application; 

accepting answers to the working queries; 

allowing access to the entertainment software application based on 

the answers; 

exchanging selected working queries and answers through a 
working query exchange server thereby obtaining additional working queries from [[a]] 
the working query server; and 

adding the additional working queries to a local database of 

working queries. 

9. (Original) The access control program product of claim 8, wherein the 
instructions for allowing access comprise instructions for allowing access to the 
entertainment software application for a time period derived from the answers. 
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10. (Original) The access control program product of claim 9, wherein the 
time period increases as a number of the answers that are correct answers increases. 

1 1 . (Original) The access control program product of claim 8, wherein the 
memory further comprises instructions for monitoring a task list of executing 
applications and identifying execution of the entertainment software application based 
on the task list. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Original) The access control program product of claim 8, wherein the 
access control application further comprises software instructions for identifying a 
current user of the electronic amusement device, and wherein the software instructions 
for presenting comprise software instructions for presenting the set of working queries 
based on the current user. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling access to entertainment 
software executed on an electronic amusement device, the method comprising: 

periodically presenting working queries in response to execution of an 
entertainment software application; 

accepting answers to the working queries; 

allowing access to the entertainment software application based on the 

answers; 

exchanging selected working queries and answers through a working 
guerv exchange server thereby obtaining additional working queries from [[a]] the 
working query server; and 

adding the additional working queries to a local database of working 

queries. 
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15. (Currently Amended) A method according to of clainn 14, further 
comprising the steps of monitoring a task list of executing applications and identifying 
execution of the entertainment software application based on the task list. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method according to ef claim 14, further 
comprising the step of determining a time period derived form the answers for which to 
allow access to the entertainment software. 

17. (Original) A method according to claim 14, further comprising the step of 
terminating the entertainment software application based on the answers. 

18. (Original) A method according to claim 17, wherein terminating comprises 
terminating the entertainment software application based on a predetermined number of 
the answers that are incorrect answers. 

19. (Original) A method according to claim 18, further comprising the step of 
identifying a current user of the electronic amusement device, and wherein presenting 
comprises presenting the set of working queries based on the current user. 

20. (Previously Presented) The access control program product of claim 8, 
where the storage medium further comprises instructions for accessing working query 
scoring and statistics data gathered and summarized across a geographic region on the 
working query server. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The access control program product of claim 8, 
where the storage medium further comprises instructions for: 

establishing a supervisor hierarchy comprising a parental authority level 
and a child authority level which controls access to configuration options of the access 
control application. 
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e xchang i ng s ele ct e d work i ng qu e r ie s and answ e rs through a work i ng 
qu e ry e xchang e s e rv e r . 

22. (Previously Presented) The access control program product of claim 8, 
where the storage medium further comprises instructions for: 

establishing a supervisor hierarchy; and 
controlling access to configuration options for the access control 
application based on the supervisor hierarchy. 

23. (Previously Presented) The access control program product of claim 
22, where the supervisor hierarchy comprises a highest level of authority for a parent 
and a secondary level of authority for a child. 

24. (Previously Presented) The access control program product of claim 8, 
where obtaining selected working queries comprises purchasing the selected working 
queries. 

25. (Currently Amended) An access control program product for controlling 
access to entertainment software executed on an electronic amusement device, the 
product comprising: 

a storage medium; 

an access control application stored on the storage medium, the access 
control application comprising software instructions for: 

determining that an access controlled program is executing; 

presenting a working query chosen from a local working query 
database in response to determining that the access controlled program is executing; 

accepting an answer to the working query; 

determining whether to permit access to the access controlled 
program based on the answer; and 
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supplementing the local working query database by exchanging 
selected working gueries and answers through a working guery exchange server. 

l ocal l y d e t e rm i n i ng work i ng qu e ry scoring data bas e d on th e 

answ e r; and 

acc e ss i ng compar i son working qu e ry scor i ng data gath e r e d on a 

work i ng quory sorvor, th e data gath e r e d and summar i z e d across a g e ograph i c region. 

26. (Previously Presented) The program product of claim 25, where the 
storage medium further comprises instructions for terminating the access controlled 
program based on the answer 

27. (Previously Presented) The program product of claim 25, where the 
storage medium further comprises instructions for: 

establishing a supervisor hierarchy; and 
controlling access to configuration options for the access control 
application based on the supervisor hierarchy. 

28. (Previously Presented) The program product of claim 22, where the 
supervisor hierarchy comprises a highest level of authority for a parent and a lower 
secondary level of authority. 

29. (Currently Amended) The program product of claim 25 27, where the 
storag e m e d i um furth e r compris e s i nstructions for estab li sh i ng a supervisor hierarchy 
compr i s i ng comprises a parental authority level associat e d w i th par e nt pr e par e d 
quor i os, and a child authority level assoc i ated w i th ch il d proparod quor i os . 
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